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 Minutes of the Virtual Cabinet held on 
Thursday 14 January 2021 

 
 

 
Chairman - Councillor P M M Farrington 

 
 Present (for all or part of the meeting):- 

 

 Councillors: 
F Beatty   Economic Development and Planning Portfolio 
J M Pert   Community and Health Portfolio 
J K Price   Environment Portfolio 
R M Smith   Deputy Leader and Resources Portfolio 
C V Trowbridge  Leisure Portfolio 

  
 Officers in attendance:- 
 

 Mr T Clegg  -  Chief Executive 
 Mr R Kean  - Head of Finance 
 Dr T Redpath  -  Corporate Business and Partnerships Manager 
 Mr W Conaghan - Press and Communication Manager 
 Mr A Bailey  - Scrutiny Officer 
 Mr J Dean  - Democratic Services Officer 
 
 
CAB132 Minutes 

Minutes of the meeting held on 3 December 2020 as published in Digest 
No 271 were agreed as a correct record. 

CAB133 General Fund Revenue Budget 2021-22 to 2023-24 and Capital 
Programme 2020-21 to 2023-24 

 Considered a report proposing the General Fund Revenue Budget for 
2021-22 to 2023-24 and the updated Capital Programme 2020-21 to 2023-
24 to the Council. 

 The Deputy Leader referred to the recent announcement made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in relation to Local Government finance, and 
the resulting impact on the Council’s budget.  Some clarity had been 
provided, but the long-term future for local authority funding was unclear at 
this time. 

 Continuing, Councillor Smith reaffirmed the Councils excellent record of 
maintaining its finances, as confirmed by independent audits, and noted 
that services had been maintained and major capital projects bought to 
fruition, with others under development. 
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 The Deputy Leader reported on changes implemented by the Valuation 
Office Agency and the associated material changes to the Council, and 
confirmed that the budget provided for the combatting the ongoing impact 
of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 In concluding his comments Councillor Smith highlighted the balanced 
budget as set out in paragraph 6.3 of the report before referring colleagues 
to the proposals as set out in paragraph 2 of the report, to which the 
Cabinet voted on the recommendations. 

 RESOLVED:- that the proposals of the Deputy Leader be approved as 
follows:- 

   That the following be recommended to Council:- 

(a)  the Budget Requirement for the General Fund 
Revenue Budget for 2021-22 be set at £13.617 
million (with indicative requirements for 2022-23 and 
2023-24 of £13.550 million and £14.774 million 
respectively);  

(b)  the detailed portfolio budgets as set out in appendix 2 
of the report be approved;  

(c)  the detailed capital programme as set out in appendix 
3 of the report be approved;  

(d)  the Council Tax for 2021-22 be increased by 1.9% to 
£162.30;  

(e)  the Council’s Tax Base be set at 47,994.06 (as 
determined by the Head of Finance). 

Members of the Cabinet extended their thanks to the Head of Finance and 
his colleagues for their efforts in this area of work. 

 

THIS ITEM IS NOT SUBJECT TO CALL IN AND WILL BE REFERRED 
TO COUNCIL ON 26 JANUARY 2021. 

CAB134 Strategic Risk Register 

Considered a report setting out details of the Council’s Strategic Risk 
Register as at 30 November 2020. 

After noting a minor change to the associated risks, the Deputy Leader 
highlighted the appendices to the report before referring colleagues to the 
proposal as set out in paragraph 2 to which the Cabinet voted on the 
recommendation. 
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RESOLVED:-  that the proposal of the Deputy Leader be approved as 
follows:- 

   That the draft Strategic Risk Register be approved and the 
progress made in the identification and management of the 
strategic risks be noted. 

THIS ITEM IS NOT SUBJECT TO CALL IN AND WILL BE REFERRED 
TO THE FORTHCOMING MEETING OF THE AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE. 

CAB135 Community Recovery and Evaluation 

Considered a report providing an update in relation to the community 
evaluation conducted as part of the community recovery workstream. 

Councillor Pert acknowledged that some residents faced great difficulties 
as a result of the continuing Coronavirus pandemic and confirmed that the 
Council were realigning resources to help those in most need. Ongoing 
efforts of colleagues in assisting the most vulnerable members of the 
Borough were detailed to make sure nobody was left behind. 

Continuing, the Portfolio holder noted that the report summarised work 
carried out to date and that the current situation was different under the 
new period of ‘lockdown’, with the Council responding to issues while 
planning for recovery. He also outlined new initiatives introduced to help 
the community and ongoing financial support to organisations 

Councillor Pert thanked communities for helping others, following the 
prescribed rules, and noted that provision of a vaccine had commenced 
and encouraged all to partake when offered vaccination. 

                In conclusion the Cabinet Member, Community Portfolio highlighted the 
proposal as set out in paragraph 2 of the report, to which the Cabinet 
voted on the recommendation. 

 RESOLVED:- that the proposal of the Cabinet Member, Community 
Portfolio be approved as follows:- 

   That the content of the report be noted. 

THIS ITEM IS NOT SUBJECT TO CALL IN AND WILL BE REFERRED 
TO COMMUNITY WELLBEING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE ON 2 MARCH 
2021. 

 

 

CHAIR 


