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Minutes of the Virtual Economic 
Development and Planning Scrutiny 
Committee on Tuesday 1 September 
2020 

 
 

Chair - Councillor W J Kemp 
 

 Present (for all or part of the meeting):- 
 

 Councillors: 
J A Barron 
A G Cooper 
B M Cross 
A S Harp 
 

P A Leason 
B McKeown 
G P K Pardesi 
M Phillips 
 

 Cabinet Member - Councillor J M Pert - Community and Health Portfolio 
  

 Also Present:- Councillor R M Sutherland   
 
 Officers in attendance:- 
 

 Mr T Clegg      - Chief Executive 
 Mrs K Tierney     - Head of Planning 
 Mr B Kean  - Head of Finance 
 Mr R Simpson - Head of Operations 
 Mr J Holmes  - Development Manager 

 Miss M Smith - Economic Growth and Strategic Projects 
Manager 

 Mrs A Nevin  - Health and Housing Manager 
 Mr A Bailey   - Scrutiny Officer 
 
EDP32 Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the last meeting held on 11 February 2020, as published in 

Digest No 265, were submitted and signed.  
 
EDP33 Apologies 
 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor F Beatty (Economic 

Development and Planning Portfolio). 
 
EDP34 Councillor Session 
 

Councillor R M Sutherland had submitted an item for consideration by the 
Planning Scrutiny Committee in accordance with paragraph 2.7 of the 
Scrutiny Committee Procedure Rules as follows:- 
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“As Chairman of the Planning Committee, I wish to convey the 
Committee’s concerns over the lack of public transportation in certain 
areas of the Borough where there are major developments.  The impact of 
additional traffic on the highway network could be reduced with greater 
public transportation and this was highlighted in recent proposals in 
Hixon.  I would ask that the Scrutiny Committee request Staffordshire 
County Council to review the provision of public transportation, particularly 
in rural areas of Stafford Borough, in order to reduce the impact of 
additional traffic on the highway network and assist major developments to 
become carbon neutral.” 
 
Following Councillor R M Sutherland’s introduction, the Committee 
discussed the following aspects of the Councillor Session Item:- 

 
• The background to the Councillor Session Item with public 

transportation in Hixon being at odds with the Neighbourhood Plan 
• The disparity between Stafford County Council Highways estimated 

vehicle movements in Hixon and actual vehicle movements 
• Public transportation was a commercial concern in additional to the 

infrastructure costs 
• The need to persuade more people to walk and cycle to work and 

create local jobs for local people 
• Opportunities available in the Section 106 Agreements for the 

Meecebrook Garden Community and Stafford Western Access Route 
 

At the expiration of 10 minutes consideration of the item, the Chair 
requested “that it being convenient and conducive to the conduct of the 
business, the matter be considered further at this meeting.” 

 
 On being put to the vote the Committee agreed to continue the discussion 

of the Councillor Session Item, during which the following issues were 
raised:- 

 
• The fact that Staffordshire County Council Highways still had a 

function in terms of the co-ordination of highways projects 
• Section 106 Agreements had been used to part funded transportation 

in some planning applications 
• The number of houses being built across the Borough was a concern 

in terms of rural transportation 
• There was a need for Stafford County Council’s Highways estimated 

vehicle movements to withstand the test of rigorous scrutiny 
 
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the powers delegated to the Committee, 

a letter be sent on behalf of both this Scrutiny Committee 
and the Council’s Planning Committee to Staffordshire 
County Council, to review the provision of public 
transportation, particularly in rural areas of Stafford 
Borough, in order to reduce the impact of additional traffic 
on the highway network and assist major developments to 
become carbon neutral. 
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EDP34 COVID19 Pandemic Recovery Panning 
 
 The Committee considered a report by the Chief Executive concerning the 

Council’s approach to local Economic Recovery and reform, from the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.    

 
 The Economic Growth and Strategic Projects Manager introduced the 

report by explaining that the Borough Council had worked in partnership 
with stakeholders and communities to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and was now planning the longer term recovery of the Borough.   

 
 The Committee were informed that an overarching analysis was being 

undertaken to assess the impact of the pandemic on the Borough to inform 
the future priorities and plans.  This piece of work would  be supported by 
four inter-related work streams – Economic, Community, Financial and 
Organisational Recovery. 

 
 In February 2020 the Council’s Economic Growth Strategy 2020-2025 

(which was developed by stakeholders within the Stafford Growth, 
Regeneration and Infrastructure Partnership) was adopted.  As a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic both the Strategy and the associated 
implementation plan have been reviewed by all partners and, along with 
an impact assessment, now form the basis of the Council’s Economic 
Recovery plan. 

  
 Following the introduction, the Committee discussed the membership of 

the Economic Recovery Work Stream Group with the Chief Executive and 
the Economic Growth and Strategic Projects Manager:- 

 
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the powers delegated to the Committee, 

the report, as set out, be noted and that recovery and 
reform be integrated into the work programme of Economic 
Development and Planning Scrutiny Committee. 

 
EDP35 Economic Development and Planning Portfolio - Final Accounts 

2019/2020 
 
 The Committee considered the report of the Head of Finance in relation to 

the Final Accounts position for the Economic Development and Planning 
Portfolio for the financial year ended 31 March 2020.   

  
 Members were informed that the revenue outturn for 2019/2020 of 

£424,813 was £62,533 higher than the annual budget of £362,280 and the 
capital outturn for 2019/2020 amounted to £7,007 and was £18,443 less 
than the budget of £25,450. 

 
The Committee discussed the following aspects of the report with the 
Head of Finance:- 
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• Fees and Charges 
• Additional Electricity Costs 
• Addition Bank Charges 
• Reduced Income due to COVID-19 
• Government contribution towards the costs of COVID-19 

  
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the powers delegated to the Committee, 

the Final Accounts position for the year ended 31 March 
2020 be noted. 

 
EDP36 Performance Reporting 2019-20 
 
 The Committee considered the performance and financial management 

details for those areas within the remit of the Committee for the quarter 1 
period up to 30 June 2020. 

 
The Committee discussed the following aspects of the report with the 
Cabinet Member (Community and Health Portfolio), the Head of 
Development, the Health and Housing Manager and the Economic Growth 
and Strategic Projects Manager:- 

 
• 1.1.2 - Continue to supply affordable housing working with Registered 

Providers and Homes England 
• 1.2.3 - Supporting the development of Meecebrook Garden 

Community 
• 1.2.7 - Source and develop new Gypsy and Traveller sites 

 
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the powers delegated to the Committee, 

the performance and financial management data relating to 
areas of activity within this Committee’s remit be noted. 

 
EPD37 Work Programme - Economic Development and Planning Scrutiny 

Committee 
 
 Considered the report of the Head of Law and Administration, which 

presented the Economic Development and Planning Scrutiny Committee’s 
Work Programme for forthcoming meetings up to February 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the powers delegated to the Committee, 
   the Work Programme be noted, subject to the amendments 

made at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIR 


