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Minutes of the Virtual Licensing  
Sub Committee held on Tuesday  
15 December 2020 

 
 

Chair - Councillor A P Edgeller 
 

 Present (for all or part of the meeting):- 
 

 Councillors: 
A M Loughran R M Sutherland

  
Also in attendance:- Councillors I Fordham, M Green, D McNaughton and 
J K Price 

 
 Officers in attendance:- 
 

 Mr R Simpson   -  Head of Operations 
 Mr S Turner   -  Legal Services Manager 
 Mrs J Wallace   -  Licensing and Enviro-crime Manager 
 Mrs L Harvey   -  Regulatory Services Manager 
 Mr J Dean   -  Democratic Services Officer 
 Mr A Bailey    -  Scrutiny Officer 
 

 Councillor J Hood   - Representative for Stone Town 
Council 

 Ms L Nash   - Legal Representative for the 
Premises License Holder 

 Mrs Pinto   -  Premises License Holder 
 Mr Pinto   -  For Premises License Holder 
 Ms. R Light   - Legal Representative for the the 

Freehold owners of the Crown and 
Anchor 

 
LSC8 Application for a Review of a Premises Licence 
 
 Considered the report of the Licensing and Enviro-crime Manager in relation to 

an Application for a Review of Premises Licence for the Crown and Anchor,  
1 Station Road, Stone ST15 8JP.  

 
 On the 8 October 2020 the Council received an application for a Review of the 

Premises Licence for Crown and Anchor, 1 Station Road, Stone ST15 8JP  
Stone Town Council, namely Mr Lesley Trigg the Town Clerk, had requested 
the review of the Premises Licence in relation to issues relating to one of the 
Licensing objectives, namely, Public Safety.  Stone Town Council had stated 
that the Crown & Anchor public house was the source of a Covid-19 outbreak 
following non-compliance with Government guidelines. 
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 The Premises Licence Holder and Designated Premises Supervisor of the 
Crown and Anchor was Mrs Teresa Pinto.  On 9 October 2020 a letter was 
received from Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service in response to the review 
application.   On 13 October 2020 the Assistant Town Clerk of Stone Town 
Council forwarded an email received from the Home Office, who were one of 
the Responsible Authorities.  The Home Office stated they had researched their 
databases to see if there was anything to add to the review application relating 
to any Immigration issues and they had nothing to add. 

 
 On the 22 October 2020 a representation was received from Gosschalks 

solicitors on behalf of the freehold owners of the Crown & Anchor in support of 
their current tenants.  On the 28 October 2020 a formal representation was 
received from Regulatory Services (Environmental Health) relating to the 
licensing objective Public Safety and gives a timeline of events relating to the 
Crown and Anchor since the reporting of alleged breaches of social distancing 
within the premises over the weekend of 18 and 19 July 2020.  On the 28 
October 2020 the Licensing Section received 5 emails from different individuals 
in relation to the Crown and Anchor retaining its Premise Licence. 

 
Mrs J Wallace attended the meeting on behalf of the Head of Operations 
and introduced the report for Members. 
 

Councillor J Hood outlined her case on behalf of Stone Town Council. 
 
All parties were given the opportunity to question Councillor Hood. 
 
Mrs L Harvey, Regulatory Services Manager outlined her case on behalf of 
the Council’s Regulatory Services. 
 
All parties were given the opportunity to question Mrs Harvey. 
 
Ms L Nash outlined her case on behalf of the Premises License Holder. 
 
All parties were given the opportunity to question Ms Nash and the 
Premises License Holder. 
 
All parties were then given the opportunity to sum up their case. 
 

The Sub Committee then considered the matter in private. 
 

Recording of the meeting was paused and then restarted when all parties 
were back in the room. 
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All parties were invited back into the meeting for the Sub Committee’s 
decision. 
 
RESOLVED:- that:- 
 

(i) No additional sanctions be imposed, and no 
additional conditions be added to the premises 
licence; 

 
(ii) The Committee recommended that the management 

at the premises consider improving the security of 
access to the premises, and that they consult with 
Regulatory Services as to how to best achieve this. 

 
 REASONS FOR DECISION:- 

 
(i) No representations were made by the Police or the 

Licensing Authority in connection with the review; 
 
(ii) Regulatory Services had no additional conditions that 

they wanted the Committee to impose and stated 
they were satisfied that the licence holder and 
management team had complied with all 
requirements for Covid secure measures; 

 
(iii) The Committee found that the management at the 

premises had misjudged the risks of people getting 
unauthorised access to the premises, but had since 
taken steps to review their procedures and security 
measures and had also reduced capacity in the beer 
garden and now required patrons to remain seated at 
tables; 

 
(iv) The Committee found that the Licence Holder had 

learned lessons from the incident and felt that the 
management at the premises were unlikely to allow 
such a situation to happen again. 

 
  
 
 
 

 
CHAIR 




