
Business Funding 

Grants for Growth



A grant scheme for small to 
medium sized businesses 
based in or looking to move into 
Staffordshire or Stoke-on-Trent.

Eligible businesses looking to grow can qualify for a 
capital grant ranging from £10,000 to £160,000 (up to 
30% of project costs) to help them buy and/or expand 
premises and re-fit, buy plant, equipment and 
machinery. The minimum value of capital projects must 
be at least £40,000 to qualify for a £10,000 grant.

Revenue grants are also available to a maximum of 
£1,000 (up to 60% of project costs) towards website 
development and advice and consultancy.

In all cases it is expected that any grant is matched by 
the applicants own funds and that jobs are created as a 
result of the expansion plans.

Eligibility
Businesses interested in applying should have been 
trading for at least 12 months and be B2B (business to 
business) ie businesses whose customer base are other 
businesses. In B2C cases (business to consumer) at 
least 70% of their turnover should be attributable to other 
businesses.

Business applicants should also be classed as a small 
to medium sized business (SME) i.e. have less than 250 
full time equivalent employees, with a turnover of less 
than £50m or a balance sheet less than £43m.

As the grant is funded through ERDF (European  
Regional Development Fund) monies there are eligibility 
criteria based around the type of business which can be 
supported through this scheme, something which needs 
to be checked at the time of enquiry for further 
information.

What now?
For further information and to apply contact  
the Grants For Growth Co-ordinator 
01782 231 586 / 233 671 | G4G@stoke.gov.uk.

Grants for Growth 

Panda Press
Forty year old family business Panda Press in Stone 
received a £23,000 grant through Grants for Growth 
to help them buy a digital printing machine, which 
has already seen them increase their turnover by 
£150,000. 

Director, Laurence Tunnicliffe said “We saw a leaflet 
on the scheme and contacted the Programme  
Co-ordinator who guided us through the application 
process; part of this involved us undertaking a 
presentation to a judging panel who made the 
decision on whether we should get the grant or not. 
From a financial point of view all we had to do was 
fund the remaining 70% of the cost”. 

“We were also particularly grateful to the Programme  
Co-ordinator as she advised us on how to write a 
formal brief as part of the tendering process”. 

CASE STUDY



Stafford Borough Council 
Economic Development Team

Robert Gatensbury
Economic  
Development Manager

Advice and information on  
economic regeneration.

rgatensbury@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 748

07800 619 748

Mary Timmis
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on sources of funding for 
business expansion, and 
business start ups.

mtimmis@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 584

07800 619 584

 

Martyne Manning
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on town centre business 
development covering 
Stafford and Stone. 

mmanning@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 470

07800 619 470

 

Tara Hollingsworth
Economic  
Development Officer

Information on inward 
investment support 
including sites, premises 
and demographics.

thollingsworth@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 597

07973 862 232

 

Stafford Borough Council’s Economic Development Team together with its partners are able to 
provide a bespoke service to local businesses to help them develop and grow as well as to help 
businesses move into the borough. 

To this end, support includes providing information on areas such as grant funding, sites and 
premises, demographics and inward investment. The team also operates a referral service on 
business rates, planning, licensing regulations and environmental support.


