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In addition to this there is also the opportunity for 
businesses to take advantage of a low carbon capital 
grant ranging between, £2,000 - £20,000 up to 60% of 
eligible project costs. 

Grants cover investment to help make businesses ‘low 
carbon’ such as for the installation of energy efficient 
measures in buildings, products and services. 

As a result of receiving this grant, applicants must 
demonstrate greenhouse gas savings. 

Eligibility
Business applicants must be based in the Stoke-on-
Trent and Staffordshire area and should be a small to 
medium sized business (SME) i.e. have less than 250 
full time equivalent employees, with a turnover of less 
than £50m or a balance sheet less than £43m. Other 
eligibility criteria apply which should be discussed at the 
time of making enquiries for further information.

What now?
The programme is part funded by the European 
Regional Development Fund 2014 - 2020 and delivered 
by Staffordshire County Council in partnership with  
Keele University and Staffordshire University. 

For further information on the eligibility criteria and  
the application process telephone Christina Marshall  
on 01785 278 108.

 

SBEN Low Carbon  
Business Enterprise Programme 

This programme helps businesses across Stoke on Trent and Staffordshire 
reduce their carbon footprint and increase energy efficiency, by undertaking 
a free specialist low carbon review based around energy efficiency.

Valley Northern 
Valley Northern, based in Stafford, supplies 
pharmacies and other healthcare establishments with 
quality-assured products and is renowned as a 
hassle-free supplier. They were referred to the LCBEP 
Programme Team who put them in touch with a 
specialist low carbon consultant to undertake a free 
energy review. In addition to reviewing their existing 
management plan, the review also looked into their 
vehicles and transportation, buildings, insulation and 
glazing, heating, cooling and lighting areas. 
Recommendations were made to Valley Northern that 
in order to reduce carbon emissions further, they 
should invest in new lighting for the warehouse as well 
as a new heating system. As a result the company 
received a £10,000 grant towards their £24,992 
investment through LCBEP which has resulted in 
savings equivalent to 13.7 tonnes of C02 and £3,053/
year; thus giving them a payback period of 4.9 years.

Said Darren Pittock, Sales Executive of Valley Northern 

“This is an excellent programme and one which  
has substantially helped towards the significant  
capital cost of changing to energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly lighting. Staff are pleased  
with the improvements to the working environment 
both in the offices and in the warehouse.”
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Stafford Borough Council 
Economic Development Team

Robert Gatensbury
Economic  
Development Manager

Advice and information on  
economic regeneration.

rgatensbury@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 748

07800 619 748

Mary Timmis
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on sources of funding for 
business expansion, and 
business start ups.

mtimmis@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 584

07800 619 584

 

Martyne Manning
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on town centre business 
development covering 
Stafford and Stone. 

mmanning@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 470

07800 619 470

 

Tara Hollingsworth
Economic  
Development Officer

Information on inward 
investment support 
including sites, premises 
and demographics.

thollingsworth@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 597

07973 862 232

 

Stafford Borough Council’s Economic Development Team together with its partners are able to 
provide a bespoke service to local businesses to help them develop and grow as well as to help 
businesses move into the borough. 

To this end, support includes providing information on areas such as grant funding, sites and 
premises, demographics and inward investment. The team also operates a referral service on 
business rates, planning, licensing regulations and environmental support.


