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Small Business Grant Scheme 

Grants are available from £1,500 to £10,000 (up to  
60% of eligible costs) to help businesses with specific 
projects or investments such as construction and fittings 
associated with premises expansion and/or the purchase 
of capital equipment. Successful applicants are expected 
to source and contribute the remainder of funds. 

Eligibility
Applicants should be at least 12 months plus qualify as 
a small to medium sized business (SME) i.e. have less 
than 250 full time equivalent employees, with a turnover 
of less than £50m or a balance sheet less than £43m. 
Eligible applicants should ideally be B2B i.e. businesses 
whose customer base are other businesses. In B2C 
cases (business to consumer) at least 80% of their 
turnover should be attributable to other businesses. 

Businesses that cannot apply for this scheme are:

  Sole traders

  Businesses providing goods or services directly  
to the consumer

  Retail direct to the general public as well as online  
and rental businesses

  Restaurants, drinking establishments and fast food 
takeaways

  Agents or sub-contractors involved in the sale of 
goods to the public

  Land based businesses including farms & primary 
food producers and businesses that process/market 
agricultural products

Projects that involve businesses having to comply with 
statutory requirements are not eligible.

What now?
For further information contact Staffordshire’s  
Business Support Helpline | 0300 111 8002

A grant scheme to help existing 
small to medium sized businesses 
grow, by creating employment 
opportunities.

Stone Junction
Stone Junction is a progressive, Stafford based PR 
consultancy, providing technical PR Services to the 
engineering technology, technology and B2B sectors. 

They received a grant of nearly £10,000 through the 
Small Business Grant Scheme, as support towards 
office refurbishment, office furniture, computer 
equipment and a new telephone system. 

The company which set up in 2006 now employs 20 
people having taken on a further 8 people last year. 
Said Managing Director, Richard Stone: 

“It is important to us that we portray to our client base 
the right image and this grant has helped us towards 
doing just that. Not only was the funding valuable in 
helping us to expand into the town centre, but we 
particularly found the introduction to some of the 
various business networks really useful too.”

CASE STUDY



Stafford Borough Council 
Economic Development Team

Robert Gatensbury
Economic  
Development Manager

Advice and information on  
economic regeneration.

rgatensbury@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 748

07800 619 748

Mary Timmis
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on sources of funding for 
business expansion, and 
business start ups.

mtimmis@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 584

07800 619 584

 

Martyne Manning
Economic  
Development Officer

Advice and information 
on town centre business 
development covering 
Stafford and Stone. 

mmanning@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 470

07800 619 470

 

Tara Hollingsworth
Economic  
Development Officer

Information on inward 
investment support 
including sites, premises 
and demographics.

thollingsworth@ 
staffordbc.gov.uk

01785 619 597

07973 862 232

 

Stafford Borough Council’s Economic Development Team together with its partners are able to 
provide a bespoke service to local businesses to help them develop and grow as well as to help 
businesses move into the borough. 

To this end, support includes providing information on areas such as grant funding, sites and 
premises, demographics and inward investment. The team also operates a referral service on 
business rates, planning, licensing regulations and environmental support.


