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Call-in Process 
Any Member of the Council may by notice in writing to the Head of Law and 
Administration request that a decision of the Cabinet be referred to the appropriate 
Scrutiny Committee.  The reports supporting the decisions are reproduced  in 
Section 2 and further information can be obtained from the Officer contact identified 
in the report. 

The notice must state the reason why the Member wishes the decision to be referred 
and must be received by the Head of Law and Administration by 5.00 pm on the last 
day of the call-in period - shown on the front cover of the Digest.  

If notices are received signed by one Member of the appropriate Scrutiny Committee 
and any two other Members, the decision will be referred to the Scrutiny Committee. 

It is, therefore, important that Members who wish to call in a decision should seek 
support from other appropriate Members.  If you return the call-in response without 
securing support from other appropriate Members you risk there not being the 
necessary three signatures to support the call-in.  If you cannot obtain the support of 
two other appropriate Members, you may still return the call-in request to register 
your concern/objection but this will not result in call in unless two other appropriate 
Members act independently of you on the same issue.  

Blank call-in forms have been sent to you in the past and further copies are available 
on request from Democratic Services and on the Members webpage.  However, if 
you do not have a form, a letter, e-mail or a fax to the Head of Law and 
Administration setting out the item and reason for call-in will be accepted.  The Head 
of Law and Administration will accept three separate forms, e-mails, letters or faxes, 
suitably signed, to call-in an item or three signatures on one form, letter or fax. 

You can obtain further information on the call-in process by telephoning Stafford 
(01785) 619212. 

Call-in forms or letters relating to call-in items should be returned to 

Head of Law and Administration 
Democratic Services 
Civic Centre 
Riverside 
Stafford  ST16 3AQ 

E-mails should be addressed to democraticservices@staffordbc.gov.uk 

Faxes should be sent to Stafford (01785) 619119 
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Minutes of the Virtual Parish Forum 
Committee held on Thursday  
24 September 2020 

 
1 Welcome 
 

The Chair of the Forum, Mr Tim Clegg, Chief Executive, Stafford Borough 
Council welcomed Borough Councillors and representatives from a number of 
Parish Councils to the Forum. 
 

2 Covid 19 Recovery Issues 
 

The Chief Executive updated the Forum on the Council’s COVID-19 Recovery 
Plan. 
 
During his presentation (attached as SCHEDULE 1), the Chief Executive 
referred to the following:- 
 
• Recovery 
• Recovery Objectives 
• Recovery Workstreams 

 
3 Community Recovery Issues 
 

The Corporate Business and Partnerships Manager and the Health and 
Wellbeing Community support Officer updated the Forum on the Community 
Recovery issues as part of the COVID-19 Recovery Plan. 
 
During the presentation (attached as SCHEDULE 1), the Corporate Business 
and Partnerships Manager made reference to the following:- 
 
• Community Response 
• Summary of Outcomes 
• Main Areas of Support 
• Community Recovery 
• Focus on Parish Councils 
• How we can Work Together on Recovery 
• Questions 
 
Following the presentation, the Forum raised the following issues:- 
 
• The importance of effective communication 
• Thanks to all staff at Stafford Borough Council for their response to 

COVID-19, including the allocation of funds and grants to small 
businesses 

• The difficulties of approaching a second COVID-19 wave during the Winter 
months 

• The need for all to obtain a Winter Flu vaccination 



• The need to consider how a local lock-down would work in a specific 
Parish 

• The full economic impact of COVID-19 had not yet been realised 
• There was a need for those who did not traditionally need support, to self 

identify 
• There was a need to ensure that the very young, retired and very old 

people in the community received appropriate support 
• Warned against the assumption that all the population were IT literate 
• The successful use of a telephone hotline for community support 
• The use of telephone hotlines for community support would be built into 

the Recovery Plan 
 

4 Government White Paper – Local Government Reorganisation 
 

The Chief Executive updated the Forum on the latest information in relation to 
proposed Local Government Reorganisation.  He described the aspirations of 
the White Paper, the implications for Staffordshire and Parish Councils and 
concluded that publication was unlikely to be until spring 2021. 
 
Following the presentation, the Forum raised the following issues:- 
 
• The proposals would make Local Government less powerful that it already 

was 
• Higher roles for Parish Councils could not be homogenised 
• The proposals had been delayed and not halted 
• Re-assurance that all of the Staffordshire Leaders believed that it was 

better to work together 
• Unitary Councils were too large, although there was scope for more 

sharing of back-office functions 
• The need to convene a further Parish Forum meeting once the White 

Paper had been published 
• The last Local Government Review was very destructive 
• If Parish councils were to get an enhanced role then all parts of the 

Borough should be Parished 
 
5 Planning White Paper Update 
 

The Development Manager presented the Forum with an update on the 
Planning White Paper. 
 
During the presentation (attached as SCHEDULE 2), reference was made to 
the following:- 
 
• Key Themes 
• Local Plan Proposals 
• Neighbourhood Plans Proposals 
• Infrastructure Levy Proposals 
• Development Management Proposals 
• Design Proposals 



• Environment Proposals 
• Heritage Proposals 
• Enforcement Proposals 

 
Following the presentation, the Forum raised the following issues:- 
 
• The document did not support agriculture, but favoured development 
• The proposed reduction in consultation time would reduce the available 

input from Parish Councils 
• The need to circulate a more user-friendly version of the Planning White 

Paper 
• It would take longer that the proposed reduced consultation time to 

consider the impact on local amenities 
• The proposed planning system was too rushed 
• The implications on the current Local Plan Review 
• The proposals resulted in a limited role for Parish Councils to influence as 

decisions would effectively be taken at the Local Plan stage 
• It was imperative that all responded to the proposals set out in the 

Planning White Paper 
 
6 Questions by Hixon Parish Council 

 
(i) On the 16th and 17th July this year, a 200 metre length of mature 

hedgerow and trees alongside New Road in Hixon were cut down 
without any regard to nesting birds. Many people in Hixon contacted 
me to seek action against the perpetrators.  

 
The bird nesting season is defined as 1st March to 31st July. No such 
operations are permitted during this period unless the trees/hedges 
have been netted over prior to end of February OR the trees have been 
viewed by an approved person.  
 
Stafford Borough Council and Staffordshire Police were both made 
aware of the operations. Indeed, I spoke with a Staffordshire Police 
Officer at the site on the evening of Friday 17th July as the contractors 
were leaving the site. I advised the officer of the name and address of 
the land owner and the officer noted the registration number of the 
contractor’s vehicle. 
 
Despite this clear case of illegal tree felling and hedgerow removal, no 
action (as far as I am aware) has been taken by the Police or Stafford 
Borough Council ecology department.  
 
Which authority is responsible for pursuing such matters and what 
should Parish Councils do when faced with similar situations in the 
future? 
 



In response, the Development Manager explained the role of the 
Borough Council and Police in the matter agreed to liaise with 
Councillor B McKeown outside of the meeting. 
 

(ii) Last year Carol, Brendan and I attended the forum and posed a 
question regarding Section 106 Agreements and planning application 
conditions being available on SBC’s website for public viewing. At the 
meeting, officers said that was their objective and were working 
towards providing this information. 
I would like to ask if this project has moved forward and when will the 
information be provided for public viewing." 
In response  
 
In response the Economic Growth and Strategic Projects Manager 
highlighted a recent Cabinet report concerning Section 106 
Agreements and the implications of the transfer of Leisure properties to 
Freedom Leisure.  She drew attention to three on-going projects at 
Charnley Road Destination Park, Holmcroft and Westbridge Park.  
 
Any further queries should be directed to 
smcdonald@staffordbc.gov.uk. 

 
7 A Question by Haughton Parish Council 
 

With so much drug dealing occurring on playing fields owned by the Borough 
Council, what action is the Borough Council taking to try to tackle this problem 
and what support have they made available to Parish Councils? 
 
In response The Corporate Business and Partnerships Manager provided the 
following response:- 
 
Our advice to residents would be to report to 101 if they have concerns about 
drug-related crime/activity, or if they think someone may be the victim of drug 
exploitation.  If it is an emergency then call 999.  Reports to the Police can 
also be made via Facebook and Twitter. 
 
The Police have stated that they have been receiving complaints from 
residents and Citizen Contact Records have been carried out locally in the 
area.  However, when responding to the 101 calls they have not found activity 
to be taking place.  The police have said that there is a patrol strategy in place 
but the area is only patrolled until 10pm by the PCSO’s, so if the activity is 
taking place after that time it is likely to be missed. 
 
Residents can also report anti-social behaviour to Stafford Borough Council 
through the online reporting form on the internet 
https://www.staffordbc.gov.uk/anti-social-behaviour-complaints or by calling 
619000. 
 
If a number of calls are raised about an area of concern, this would then be 
referred to the Partnership Hub for further action and a multi-agency 
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response.  In addition to this the partnership can look at directing 
commissioned outreach services to identified hotspots to work with young 
people in that area. 
 
The Council has been made aware of this issue and is aware that a resident 
wanted the car park closing, but after speaking to our officers and the Parish 
Clerk it transpired that this was not possible as a farmer needed access 
across it to get to his land. 
 
Any further queries should be directed to AKnight@staffordbc.gov.uk. 
 

8 A Question by Weston with Gayton Parish Council 
 

Civic Amenity Wagon visits 
 
Is there a plan for when the Refuse and Recycling wagon visits will re-
commence?  Are there likely to be any re-scheduled visits for 2020/21 and if 
not is it anticipated the service will continue in 2021/22? 
 
In response, the Head of Operations reported the following:- 
 
• Civic Amenity Visits were stopped from Saturday 21 March 2020 and 

this remains the position until further notice. At the moment it is not 
possible to state as to whether the situation with the Covid 19 
pandemic will enable the service to recommence during this or the next 
financial year. 

 
• The current response for enquiries regarding Civic Amenity Visits is: 

 
The reinstatement of Civic Amenity visits remains under review. Whilst 
other waste and recycling services have resumed, there are concerns 
surrounding the Civic Amenity visits regarding maintaining safe social 
distancing, traffic access and the safety of both Veolia staff and 
members of the public. As soon as we have an update, we will be in 
touch with Parishes to advise further. Additionally, there should not be 
any gatherings of more than 6 people in one place.  

 
In the meantime, the Household Waste Recycling Centres (tips) are 
fully reopened at St Albans Road in Stafford and Beacon Road in 
Stone. Further details about opening hours and acceptable materials 
can be found at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Waste-and-
recycling/recyclingcentres/StaffordRecyclingCentre.aspx  

 
• Enquiries directly from Parish Councils are as follows: 

March: 
• Eccleshall 
• Yarnfield & Cold Meece 

June: 
• Weston with Gayton 
• Swynnerton & Chebsey  
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April: 
• Hyde Lea 

July: 
• Fulford 
• Yarnfield & Cold Meece 
• Hyde Lea  

 
May: 

• High Offley 
• Bradley 
• Swynnerton & Chebsey  

August: 
• Eccleshall 
• Fulford  

 
• The Contact Centre has received less than 10 enquiries from residents 

regarding the provision of this service since the service was postponed 
(suggesting that residents are making use of the Household Waste 
Recycling Centres). 

 
Any further information or clarification should be directed to 
rsimpson@staffordbc.gov.uk. 
 

9 A Question by Ingestre & Tixall Parish Council 
 

It is very disappointing that we can no longer recycle tetrapak items, plastic 
bags and carriers and food wrapping.  All of these were allowed into the blue 
bins previously.  A retrograde step as far as the environment is concerned! 
 
Whilst the use of the blue bag does give us more space for paper and 
cardboard, the bags are subject to bad weather, wildlife , foxes and dogs 
defecating on them as they have to be placed on the ground as they do not 
stand safely on the bins.  At least the caddies were inside the bins and could 
be hosed down. 
 
In response The Head of Operations reported the following:- 
 
We have addressed these concerns in our dedicated webpage – 
www.staffordbc.gov.uk/why-has-the-recycling-service-changed, you may like 
to pass the link on to members of the public within your Parishes. 
 
For quick reference I have extracted the responses that relate to your 
concerns: 
 
Why can’t we recycle some plastics that we could before? 
 
These items are no longer acceptable in the blue bin: 
 
• carrier or plastic bags 
• crisp bags and sweet wrappers 
• cellophane and food wrapping 
• waxed cartons 
• black plastic trays 
• plant pots  
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The above items should now be disposed of in the green bin, the contents of 
which are taken to Energy from Waste facilities.  No waste collected in the 
green bins goes to landfill and hasn’t done for over 10 years.  Please see our 
'Where does it go' (www.staffordbc.gov.uk/wheredoesitgo) webpage for 
further information. 
 
These materials, which are mainly low-quality plastic, are no longer wanted by 
manufacturers so the recycling sorting facilities cannot move the materials on.  
The materials are then treated as contamination and disposed of as general 
waste.  When a load is rejected at the sorting facility for having too much 
contamination then the cost of reloading and disposing of it as waste is 
passed back to the Council. 
 
We only want to collect items that we know can be recycled in the UK and that 
are in demand to be turned into new products rather than being treated as 
waste. 
 
Tetra Pak type (waxed) cartons are no longer accepted in the blue bin due to 
their mixed composition and in accordance with national acceptance criteria in 
Material Recovery Facilities, are treated as general waste at the sorting 
facilities. 
 
However, having considered the above, Tetra Pak type containers can be 
taken to the Household Waste Recycling Centres at St Albans Road in 
Stafford and Beacon Road Stone where they have designated containers for 
this material type.  The containers can also be taken to Roots Larder on the 
old Jens Shoes site off the Newport Road in Stafford – this is a plastic free 
shop and it is hoped that residents will make use of the shop as well as the 
recycling facilities. 
 
Why has the bag method been used? 
 
We needed to improve the quality of our recycling to ensure it stayed in the 
UK. So, we considered what other places and our contractors were using to 
do this.  The blue bag was successful in other areas.  
 
I preferred the caddy, why do we need the bag? 
 
The caddy would not be big enough for the amount of paper and cardboard 
generated in the average household.  The caddy is 45 litres and the new blue 
bag is 72 litres.  In addition, the blue bag will increase capacity in the blue bin 
for glass, cans and plastic. 
 
The bags are made of a durable material that can withstand the weather they 
can also be hosed or wiped down if required and left to dry. 
 
Any further information or clarification should be directed to 
rsimpson@staffordbc.gov.uk. 
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10 Proposed Date and Time of Next Parish Forum 
 

It was proposed that the next Parish forum be held on Thursday 23 
September 2021 at 7.00 pm in the Civic Centre, Riverside, Stafford 
 

11 Closure of the Meeting 
 

The Chief Executive thanked all present for their participation at the Virtual 
Forum and for making the meeting work so well.  He hoped that the Council 
would continue the close relationship with the Parish Councils and continue to 
learn better in order to serve the community. 

  
The Chair then duly closed the meeting. 
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