
Bringing Back
 

To Rough Close

Find out how cows are helping on 
Barlaston and Rough Close Common 
Local Nature Reserve

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cattle grazing 
to help protect our 
heathland
Stafford Borough’s Sustainable and Healthy 
Communities Team are introducing cattle onto 
Barlaston Common. This is for conservation purposes 
to preserve and enhance the rare heathland habitat.

Why is it 
important to preserve 
our heathland
Grazing was a fundamental use of heathlands 
across the British Isles until its decline in the 
twentieth century. Heathlands were important 
for cattle, pony and sheep grazing. Such areas 
became a distinctive part of the cultural landscape 
in many of the counties of England, including 
Staffordshire. In England 85% of heathland present 
in 1800 has now been lost.



Why re-introduce  
grazing back to 
Rough Close?
With the decline in grazing, the remaining 
heathland was being lost as land reverted back to 
woodland. 

Photographs of the Common from the 1970s        
and before show an open heath with very little       
tree growth. 

Without the impact of grazing, constant 
management is required to maintain the heath. 

This includes bracken and bramble spraying, 
tree felling and the creation of heather scrapes. 
All these methods are both labour intensive                
and costly.

It is hoped that the cattle will naturally control 
unwanted vegetation and help provide the right 
conditions to increase heathland shrubs like 
heather, cowberry and bilberry.



Grazing Management
The presence of livestock on heathland sites has 
over many years contributed to their distinctive 
character, the structure of habitats and the diversity 
of species found there.

As part of efforts to ensure the long-term 
management of the heath and enhance its 
biodiversity, the re-introduction of livestock grazing 
to lowland heaths is recommended. 

About the cows
A local farmer has agreed to be our grazier and is 
introducing Red Poll cattle to the site. 

Red Polls have a reputation for a gentle 
temperament and are hardy enough to graze the 
rough grasses found on the Common. 

Livestock numbers will be assessed from year 
to year to judge the optimum number of cattle 
required.



Cows 
and visitors
Please do not feed the cows – it is healthier 
for them to eat the natural vegetation present. 

We have made every effort to keep all access 
points and footpaths open. The fence is there 
only to keep the animals in, not visitors out!

Please also remember to keep all dogs under 
control whilst the cattle are on site, and to clean 
up after your dog.



Be our 
eyes and ears
It is important to us that local residents 
understand and support our conservation work 
in order for the grazing project to be a success.

We need your help in being our eyes and ears, 
and letting us know if there are any concerns. 

If you see any problems with the animals, 
fencing or water supply, please report it to the 
grazier on 0774 777 6872.

To get in contact with us or for more information 
please call: 

Bill Waller or Karen Davies on 01785 619 676/408  
Or visit: www.staffordbc.gov.uk/sd

Stafford Borough Council 


