
 
 

 
 

 
The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2–  

 
Examination Statement 

– Issue 2 – 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and 
Habitats Regulation Assessment 

(HRA) 
 
 
 

June 2016  
  

Page 1 
 



Issue 2: Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Habitats 
Regulation Assessment (HRA) 

 
2.1  Is PSB2 supported by the SA and HRA? 
 
 
2.1.1 The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 has been subject to a Sustainability 

Appraisal (P2-A19) which incorporates the requirements of a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment. The purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal is 
to help establish the best approach to development amongst all 
reasonable alternatives. Appraising the social, environmental and 
economic effects of all potential strategies and policies in the new Local 
Plan will ensure that decisions are made that accord with the principles of 
sustainable development, as defined in the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

 
2.1.2 A Sustainability Appraisal framework was prepared in 2007 (P2-G25), 

which identifies relevant sustainability objectives for the Borough and 
facilitated an assessment during the preparation of the adopted Plan for 
Stafford Borough (P2-C1), through a series of Sustainability Appraisal 
reports, namely: The Plan for Stafford Borough 2011-2031 Sustainability 
Appraisal Report June 2014 (P2-C10) and The Plan for Stafford Borough 
2011-2031 Sustainability Statement (P2-C11). 
 

2.1.3 The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2: Proposals (P2-G1) was accompanied 
by the Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 – Proposals Sustainability Report 
(P2-G21) and The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2- Publication (P2-A1) 
was accompanied by the Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 – Publication 
Sustainability Report (P2- B4).  Two consultation responses were received 
on the Publication Sustainability Report (P2-B4). A summary of these, and 
the Council’s response can be found at Appendix 4 of the Sustainability 
Appraisal (P2-A19), which was updated in March 2016 to take into account 
the comments received. 

 
2.1.4 Natural England has confirmed that the Plan for Stafford is not required to 

meet the Habitat Regulation Assessment (see below).  
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2.2 Do any adverse effects identified in the SA require significant 
mitigation, and how does PSB2 address these issues? 
 
 

2.2.1 The Sustainability Appraisal March 2016 (P2-A19) concludes in section 5 
the following: 

  
 
Objective Paragraph Summary  

Economic  5.8 “The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 is 
not likely to have any negative effects on 
the economic objectives”.  

Social  5.14 “No negative effects are identified from 
the policies or boundaries in relation to 
the social objectives”. 

Environmental 5.21 and 5.22 “Policy SB1 has a potential minor 
negative effect in relation to noise and 
light pollution as a result of overall 
increased levels of development within 
the settlements including new housing, 
employment and mixed uses. Although 
negative effects would be mitigated by 
the existing Plan Policy N1 Design, new 
development will inevitably result in an 
overall minor negative effect in relation 
to this objective, particularly during 
construction of any new homes and 
employment development”.  
 
“Negative effects are also identified in 
relation to the protection and 
conservation of soil (SA objective 13), as 
Policies SB1, SB3 and RIE1 result in the 
loss of greenfield sites in the majority of 
settlements. SB3 is likely to also have a 
negative impact on biodiversity (SA 
objective 12) in the Borough due to the 
potential loss of viable habitat through 
employment development. The impact of 
new development is also likely to result in 
potential negative effects on the water 
environment, although Policies N2 
Climate Change and N4 Natural 
Environment and Green Infrastructure in 
the adopted Plan for Stafford Borough 
provide mitigation to reduce these 
negative effects”.  
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2.2.2  The minor negative effects identified relate primarily to the environmental 
effects of growth, and the impacts of new housing and employment land, 
predominantly on greenfield sites.  

 
2.2.3 The Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 (P2-A1) at paragraph 1.2 makes 

clear that this part of the Plan should be read in conjunction with the 
adopted Plan for Stafford Borough. The adopted Plan for Stafford Borough 
includes a range of policies which will influence the decisions made in 
relation to the implementation of development within these sites, reducing 
potential negative effects.  

 
2.2.4  Due to the nature of the effects identified and the existing policies in 

place to mitigate such effects, there are no recommendations from the 
Sustainability Appraisal of the Plan for Stafford Borough Part 2 (P2-B4) 
which suggest that any more reasonable alternatives should have been 
selected.  
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