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ISSUE 2: SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL (SA) AND HABITATS REGULATION ASSESSMENT
(HRA)

1.1

Is PSB2 supported by the SA and HRA?

1.1.1 The PSB2 is supported by an SA, however it is not supported with a HRA.
1.1.2 Correspondence from Stafford Borough Council to Natural England (P2-A25) indicates
that the SBC consider that a HRA is not required and can be screened out because the
adopted Plan for Stafford Borough 2011-2031 (June 2014) was subject to the Habitat
Regulations Assessment process. In addition, SBC consider as a result of recent
planning approvals in these areas and progress on a number of Neighbourhood Plans,
which have individually addressed Habitat Regulations Assessment requirement, no
significant new development is proposed within these boundaries.
1.1.3 This is not considered appropriate for the following reasons:
•

The level of potential housing and employment growth being proposed
within each settlement has not been clarified or confirmed by SBC. The
settlement boundaries includes areas which are draft proposals within
emerging Neighbourhood Plans;

•

There is no confirmation that all draft or adopted Neighbourhood Plans were
subject to HRA;

•

It is unlikely that all planning permissions for housing and employment
growth have been subject to a HRA;

•

In light of the above the cumulative impact of the potential level of
development within each settlement and the effect of this proposed growth
on the designated interest features of European Sites has not been
considered.

1.2

Do any adverse effects identified in the SA require significant mitigation, and how
does PSB2 address these issues?

1.2.1 The SA (Paragraph 32) does not identify any adverse effects associated with the
proposed plan. The SA indicates that:
“No recommendations were made as a result of the SA, as although the potential for
minor negative effects were identified for some of the proposed policies, it is
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considered that sufficient mitigation is provided by the existing policies in Part 1 of the
Plan for Stafford Borough.”
1.2.2 However, the findings of the SA are considered to be flawed. One example of this is a
consideration of the impact of the Plan on the delivery of affordable housing.
Objective 6 of the SA seeks “to ensure that everyone has the opportunity of a decent
and affordable home”. In relation to this SA objective the assessment does not
consider the following.
•

What is the level of need for Affordable Housing within the Borough including
Stafford Town and within Stone Town?

•

To what extent has affordable housing been delivered within Stafford
Borough and within Stafford Town and Stone Town?

•

Are existing commitments likely to meet future requirements in full for
affordable housing within these locations?

•

In light of all of the above does the proposed plan adequately address this
matters?

1.2.3 The SA simply does not consider these matter and therefore it cannot confirm if
significant adverse effects will occur in the PSB2.
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